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handicapped by a timid servility which aims, in words used by
one of the leaders of the W.E.A., at "making the culture of
our universities available to the humblest worker." A sufficient
prophylactic for sententious puerility of this sort is to ask what
a university is, what is meant by the culture it confers, and what
are the real needs of the worker.

What is a university is a question easy to answer if we put it
in the more realistic form: What do people do in universities?
The majority of students in our universities are registered in the
faculties of Medicine, Science, Engineering, Agriculture, and
Law. That is to say, they are sepving an apprenticeship for certain
skilled occupations which are an essential part of a complex
modern community. So by far the more important part of
a university's work is not essentially different from that of a
polytechnic or a military college. The majority of students in
a university are apprentices who receive scholarships from the
State or allowances from their parents instead of wages during
their apprenticeship.

A minority of students study theology or humanistic disciplines
such as languages, history, philosophy, economics. The majority
of those who study theology are destined to earn a livelihood
as parsons. The majority of those who study the humanistic
disciplines, like a certain proportion of individuals in the faculty
of Science, are preparing to earn a livelihood as teachers. With
the exception of Oxford and Cambridge, which account for a
small fraction of university students in Britain, the overwhelming
majority of university students may therefore be classified as
persons who are learning to be practitioners, learning to be
parsons, or learning to be pedagogues. Some of the adolescents
who go to Oxford or Cambridge do not go there to learn any-
thing. They therefore become politicians.

Our universities are a necessary part of social life because the
majority of people in them are being trained to be experts. Most
of them are acquiring knowledge which is essential to die' conduct
of a modern community. Some of them are preparing to specialize
for activities whose usefulness is more debatable. The majority